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Developments in “Learning” as Seen in Medicine in Early Modern Japan

Machi Senjuro

The popularization and dissemination of medical knowledge in elementary education in the
medieval and early modern periods prior to the first half of the seventeenth century, when
commercial publishing began in Japan in earnest, was such that it was already possible for a
broad spectrum of readers to gain knowledge of health and hygiene, without having to read
classical Chinese, from works written in verse or in the documentary style using native Japanese
vocabulary.

When we turn our attention to the initial stages of publishing culture and scholarship, the
transmission of the scholarship of Manase D6zo HH Bl & = and Manase Gensaku HH I i 2% ]
provides an interesting case. When compared with the scholarship of his teachers’ generation,
which was marked by a high degree of secrecy, D6z06, who lived in the late middle ages, made his
knowledge publicly available through lectures on Chinese texts and so on, but he established
stages for the study of his own works, and texts of the highest level in particular were strictly
controlled and preserved a mode of transmission of scholarship that went back to the age of
manuscripts.

During the time of Gensaku, printing with wooden type made possible the printing of lecture
texts, but the printed text was unstable, and it was revised as the lectures were repeated, with
readings and annotations being added. This paved the way for stable texts and interpretations in
the subsequent period of wood-block printing. Among D06z0's own works, elementary and
intermediate-level texts were printed from an early stage with wooden type and later with wood-
blocks, but texts for the highest level are thought to have continued to circulate for quite a long
time as secretly transmitted works in the form of manuscripts.

As a result of the growth of wood-block printing, Chinese works with reading marks were
circulating by the middle of the early modern period and their readership was growing. But an
education system under the direct supervision of the bakuhan %8 system had not yet developed,
and private schools in Kyoto, the centre of scholarship, attracted students from all around the
country, including many physicians’ sons, and there was close exchange between Confucianists
and physicians. In the second half of the eighteenth century local schools were established in the
provinces, and there was an increasing shift from Buddhism to Confucianism in the norms of daily
life. Eclecticism was accepted as a means of surmounting the conflict between Song-Ming studies
and the school of ancient learning, and this opened the way to “Chinese-Dutch eclecticism.”

As domanial schools gradually increased nationally around 1800, the medical schoo (Igakukan
EE42fE) in Edo L7 was placed under the direct supervision of the shogunate, and physicians
were trained and selected there. Importance was attached to medical classics, as this reflected the
scholarly approach of the Taki Z# family, in charge of teaching at the medical school, and of the
Confucianists who assisted them, and it also accorded with the objectives of a government
medical school, which aimed at the acquisition of safe and sure scholarship. Whereas studies not
sanctioned by the shogunate were prohibited at its official academy (Shoheizaka Gakumonjo &*F
YE£IFT), schools of learning not sanctioned by the government continued to have a place in the
medical school. Selection examinations linking appointment to office with examination results
were held, and books written by members of past generations of the Taki family became
textbooks used as medical classics. In addition, lectures were divided into ordinary lectures
attended by the sons of physicians and advanced lectures attended by medical practitioners from
domains and cities who had studied at private schools run by members of the Taki family. After
the medical school was placed under direct shogunal control there was a loss of flexibility over
personnel, and as conflict with Western learning, which was growing in popularity, intensified, the
broad-mindedness of the earlier period prior to the imposition of direct shogunal control was
gradually lost.
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